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Maple Leaf as a Canadian Symbol
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aboriginal peoples had discovered the importance of maple sap and used it for culinary purposes. In fact, an
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Many historians believe that the maple leaf began serving as a Canadian symbol as early as 1700. As time
passed Canadians became increasingly aware of the maple leaf as a distinct part of the Canadian identity.

In 1834, Ludger Duvernay is reported to have proposed the maple leaf as an emblem of Canada when
the Société SairjearBaptistewas founded on June 24 of that year. Two years laée€anadiena newspaper
published in Lower Canada, referred to it as a suitable emblem for Canada.

In August 1860, at a public meeting held in Toronto, the maple leaf was adopted as the national emblenr of
Canada for use in the decorations for the Prince of Wales' visit.

One of the most enthusiastic advocates of the maple leaf was Alexander Muir, a Toronto schoolmaster Lnd |
who in 1867, in honour of Confederation, composed the $hegVaple Leaf Forever |
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During the First World War, many Canadian soldiers respectfully wore the maple leaf on military badge.éT an(
was the dominant symbol used by many Canadian regiments.

In 1957, the colour of the maple leaves on the arms of Canada was changed from green to red, one of Cana
official colours. And on February 15, 1965, the red maple leaf flag was inaugurated as the National Flag of
Canada.
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The maple leaf has become a globally recognized symbol of our country. Canadians from coast to coast to ¢
can take pride in the maple leaf and all that it represents.




